Open Access: A Publisher's Perspective by Wilkinson, Daniel
Open Access: A Publisher’s Perspective 
  
 
 
Daniel Wilkinson 
20th October, 2014 
Open Access Publishing 
Different business model….. 
• no subscription barriers 
• universal access 
• research is openly 
licensed to allow reuse  
 
Same quality and standards 
• Editors in chief 
• Editorial boards 
• Peer review 
• Indexing 
• Impact Factors 
 
• Open access to research is mandatory in 200+ institutions and by 90 
funders in 50+ countries 
• 3,375 repositories in 100+ countries 
• Over 10,000 open access journals in the DOAJ 
• Circa 1,000 open access journals now have an Impact factor 
• 10-15% of peer-reviewed articles are now published in full OA form 
 
 
 
Open Access Today 
Two Routes to Open Access (OA) 
Green Open Access Route 
• Self-archiving of accepted 
author version publication in a 
repository  
• Embargo periods may apply 
• An estimated 12% of all 
scholarly articles are available 
through some form of ‘Green’ 
OA 
 
Gold Open Access Route 
• Completely OA journals and OA 
 option within subscription 
journals                      
• OA content is available to 
everyone everywhere in 
exchange for an article 
processing charge (APC) 
• Eliminates restrictive barriers 
(license restrictions) 
Creative Commons Attribution (CC BY) license for journal articles 
Creative Commons Attribution Non-Commercial (CC BY-NC) license for books 
Open Access Publishing at Springer 
Hybrid open access 
• Springer Open Choice 
• Creative Commons 
‘Full’ OA 
•   
 
•   
 
 
Author Rights / Green route 
• Books (NEW!) 
• Creative Commons 
 
 
• Self-archiving of 
author’s accepted 
version  
 
• Launched first open access journal in 2000 
• Now publishes 260+ OA titles 
• Over 140,000 peer-reviewed OA articles published  
• More than 10 million article downloads per month 
• Creative Commons (CC-BY) 
• Costs covered by APCs 
• Became part of Springer in 2008 
Springer‘s portfolio of peer-reviewed, fully open access journals  
and books across all areas of science, technology, medicine,  
the humanities and social sciences 
Visit springeropen.com or 
follow @SpringerOpen on  
    From specialized titles to SpringerPlus 
    More than 35 open access books  
    20 journals have an Impact Factor 
    Over 190 open access journals 
    Launched in June 2010 
SpringerOpen Subject Fields 
Article-Processing Charges 
The article-processing charge covers: 
• Editorial: handling of manuscripts 
• Technical: development, maintenance and operation of online journal 
platforms and manuscript handling systems 
• Production: Formatting and mark up of articles, inclusion in indexing 
services 
– PubMed, Crossref, INIST (France), Koninklijke Bibliotheek (The Netherlands) 
 arXiv.org (USA) 
• Marketing: Making sure readers and authors know about the journal 
• Customer Service: Responding to authors/readers 
 
 
 
Institutional Publishing Programs 
Prepay Membership 
•Organisation covers the 
article cost (APC) for their 
researchers by deposit 
•No membership fee 
•APC costs paid by Prepay 
fund 
•APC discounts available 
•No expiry date on deposits 
Shared Support 
Membership 
•APC split between institution 
and author 
•No membership fee 
•APC discounts available 
•Deposit available without 
time limits 
Supporter 
Membership 
•Covers all researchers for an 
institution 
•Annual membership fee for 
institution 
•Highest discount on 
BMC/SpringerOpen APCs 
provided (15%) 
•Discount provided for an 
unlimited number of articles 
For all agreement types: 
•Automated article feeds 
• Institutional Members Page 
•Marketing and PR support 
•Automatic IP recognition or submission by code 

Case Study 
Visibility for Authors 
• 20 million page views a month 
• 4 million user sessions per month 
• Over 1 million registered users 
• Over 400,000 recipients to fortnightly BioMed Central 
newsletter 
• 13,000 new registrants a month 
• Springer platform (16,000 customers, 13 million users) 
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BioMed Central is a Founder Member of 
the Open Access Scholarly Publishers 
Association (OASPA) 
•Criteria for membership 
•Code of Conduct 
•Ethical standards 
•Identifies the members as legitimate open 
access publishers 
All BioMed Central journals are 
members of the Committee on 
Publication Ethics 
 
What else is Going on at BioMed Central? 
Open Peer Review 
Journal Transfers 
3rd Party Initiatives 
 
Peer Review experiments Separating Interest from Soundness 
Papers: Research Workflow Tool 
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